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In early March 2010 we finally took 
possession of our own plot of land in 
Kawangware. For almost two years we 
had been semi-nomads in this slum 

in the west of Nairobi as we searched 
for our own place for worship. We now 
have a quarter-acre plot in the heart of 
Kawangware. The area immediately around 
the plot is densely populated and there is 
a very busy open air market right on our 
door step. The most encouraging thing is 
that the people around us seem to show an 
interest in the church. Each Sunday that we 
have met there for worship at least two new 
people from the houses near the church 
have been present. At the Holiday Bible 
Club we held in April about half the eighty 
children who attended were from the area 
around the plot.

There is a bungalow on the plot at the 
moment that serves as a meeting place 
but it is not big enough and already most 
Sundays we are fairly full. We hope to clear 
the back of the plot and put up a structure 

that will serve as a meeting place for about 
180 people. This will also serve as a hall 
where teaching of pastors and young 
people can take place at other times. We 
also plan to build classrooms to facilitate 
the four Sunday Schools we hold at the 
moment. These will be in a block adjacent 
to the meeting hall. There are also plans to 
build an office for the literature ministry and 
two libraries, one for pastors in the area and 
one for children. As soon as these are done 
we hope to start collecting books suitable 
for both libraries.

We also plan to construct some dorms 
which will serve a variety of uses. The main 
use will probably be for pastors who come 
to Nairobi for training. Working alongside 
our sister churches in Mombasa, Eldoret 
and Kisumu, we plan to run a pastors’ 

Week of Prayer 
13th-20th June 2010
Please take time to pray for a country 
in Europe each day through this week. 
Christians across the UK will be joining 
with you as we pray for one of the 
neediest parts of the world, and one of 
the toughest places for missionary work. 
We have chosen these countries either 
because missionaries supported through 
GBM are currently working there, or they 
have worked there in the last ten years. Do 
take this opportunity also to pray for other 
countries in Europe that the Lord has laid 
on your heart. 

WEEK
OFPRAYERFOR

EUROPE

Spain 
As a country historically dominated by Roman Catholicism, to be a 
Christian in Spain is understood as being a Roman Catholic. Any other 
religion is viewed with suspicion and considered a cult and foreign. 
The devaluation of Christian moral principles and the scandals in the 
Catholic Church have had a very negative impact on society.

The Evangelical church, small and fragmented, is quite well spread in 
the major cities and towns, but the lack of sound doctrinal teaching, 
the effects of charismatic influence and the lack of training of the ministers 
have contributed to its weakness. 

In the last decade, the evangelical churches have 
grown numerically in a very noticeable degree, but 
the great majority of the new additions have come 
from foreign countries rather than from the conversion 
of Spaniards. South Americans and Eastern Europeans 
have contributed to this unusual church growth.

• �Pray for a return to the historic beliefs of the 
reformers that will strengthen the churches that 
face all kind of theological fads coming from the 
other side of the ocean.

• �Pray for vision to stop the fragmentation of the 
local churches. Because it is so easy to constitute 
a new fellowship as a charity, divisions happen too 
often, with the consequence that churches never 
become self supporting. 

• �Ask God to call godly men to leave behind any 
other pursuits in life and give themselves to the 
study and faithful proclamation of the Word of God.

• �Pray for a revival of the people of God that will 
lead the church into a godly lifestyle that in turn will 
lead to an awakening among ‘outsiders’ to the faith that we profess.

David Rivero

France 
Many say that the French are difficult to evangelize because they are a hard, proud people. This is the case for any 
unbeliever, but it is true to say that the French, on the whole, are especially self-sufficient. They have need of nothing 
(or at least they would not admit it – France has the highest suicide rate in Europe). Religion is a controversial taboo. 
Reaching the French requires much time and patience – first gaining their trust, then winning them by your lifestyle, 
then praying for the right opportunity to open up. But when the French are ready to talk – they talk!
• �Secularism reigns (France has no state religion but is officially and militantly secular - 

state and religion are always kept separate) 80% of the population have never seen a Bible
• Occultism is rampant (there are as many occultic practitioners as GPs in France)
• Nominal Catholicism (11%) has a strong grip traditionally
• Islam is very present (10%) due to many North African immigrants
• �Evangelicalism makes up a tiny minority of under 0.8% (compared to 8% in UK) and is often viewed suspiciously as a sect
• �Evangelical churches are few in number and small in size.  Even in the most thriving areas (S/E France) there is only 1 Evangelical church for every 10,000 

inhabitants. Supporting a Pastor is impossible for most churches, therefore many are 
foreign missionaries. Evangelical churches lack solid exegetical Bible teaching which 
is the cause of much immaturity and a lack of prayer and evangelism. The Catholic 
mindset of attending church with no commitment still has a hold. 

• Pray for Bible teachers in the many unpastored churches which are failing. 
• �Pray for more Evangelists as the vast majority of French people have never heard the 

gospel of Jesus Christ and they need to be reached where they are.
• Pray for more short-term and long-term workers in the student work in Bordeaux
• Pray for God to open doors for the gospel among the French and for many to be saved
• Pray for wisdom regarding new developments in the student work in Bordeaux
• Pray for Fiona Steward’s physical and spiritual strength in the intense daily battle. 
Fiona Steward

At the heart of

Kawangware
training course in Kawangware for pastors 
from around the country. The four churches 
are currently working on the details of this 
course.

Injili Bible Church is also committed to a 
vibrant ministry among children and young 
people. Three times a year we plan to have 
a Holiday Bible Club. We also have plans 
to bring in young people from our sister 
churches in Mombasa, Ukambani, Kisumu 
and Eldoret for youth retreats where they 
can be given teaching from the Scriptures 
and time for leisure.

God willing, building work should begin 
quite soon and it should be completed 
before August. Please join with us in giving 
thanks to the Lord for this fine piece of land 
in such a strategic part of Kawangware. 
Please pray that the Lord would be with us 
and guide us during the time when building 
is taking place, and please pray especially 
that the plot will be used for his service and 
for his glory and honour.

Please join 
with us in 
giving thanks 
to the Lord 
for this fine 
piece of land 
in such a 
strategic part 
of Kawangware.

Holiday Bible Club 
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Sukesh Pabari 
tells us of a big 
step forward in the 
life of Injili  Bible 
Church in Nairobi, 
Kenya.

Nairobi 
Pastors’ 
Conference


